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WELCOME TO CREW 8

This information packet will acquaint you with Crew 8.  Established in 2002 and has already earned the designation of Quality Unit the Detroit Area Council, Boy Scouts of America.

The Troop is run by the Crew Officers who are elected by the Youth Members. Adult advisors and the Crew Committee are responsible for ensuring the safety of all activities. We encourage adult participation in working with the youth members or in other capacities that suit the parent’s talents.

If you have any questions, please contact Bruce Maxim, Advisor (248-349-7763) or Kevin Wine, Committee Chairman (248-344-7126).

DUES AND REGISTRATION
Dues for a new youth member joining the Crew in May are $40 and adult dues are $20.  It covers membership and routine activities from May 2003 through April 2004.  Special activity fees are additional. Please return your dues, Venturing application (attached), Emergency Care Information form, Insurance and Vehicle Requirements for Drivers form, and Resource Survey Sheet (p. 10) to the Crew Advisor or Committee Chairperson. 

MEETINGS
We have weekly meetings usually the 2nd and 4th Sundays of each month from 4:00-5:30 PM in the Mill Race Village Cady Inn.  The schedule is ultimately determined by the schedules of the youth members of the crew.

HANDBOOK AND UNIFORMS
A uniform is necessary for all Crew meetings and for travel.  The Venturing uniform for our Crew is the official dark green Venturing shirt worn with gray pants and socks of the wearer’s choice. The gray Venturing belt is preferred but not required. Uniforms generally are not worn for activities in the field.  Sources for and details on uniforms are listed at the end of this handout.

For meetings, the Venturing Handbook, Ranger Handbook, and a pencil or pen are needed.  The Venturing Handbook and Ranger Handbook are available as a single combined volume for about $10.95. This fabulous book not only provides a wealth of information for all of the rank advancements

OUTINGS
Crew 8 goes on outing about once a month through the school year.  Sometimes the outings involve overnight camping, sometimes they involve in town training events or fun activities. In Summer, we try to plan a longer more adventurous activity. These activities are selected and planned by youth members with adult assistance.

Signed permission slips are absolutely mandatory for all outings and are available from the crew web site at http://www.troop755.org/crew8.htm. Adults are always welcome and a minimum number are necessary to provide transportation and supervision.

Our Crew borrows up-to-date equipment from Troop 755 that includes tents, cooking supplies, and all the necessary gear to go camping, backpacking, hiking and canoeing.  The type of personal equipment needed is determined by nature of the outing.

CREW 8 UNIFORM INFORMATION

Uniforms build team spirit. Uniforms are worn at all crew activities (including District, Council, service projects, etc.) unless otherwise indicated by the Crew President.  The following check list summarizes uniform requirements for Venturing Crew 8.

SHIRT or BLOUSE 

1.
Short sleeve, dark green, Venturing with proper insignia.

2.
Insignia:

a) Detroit Area Council shoulder insignia







b) Crew Numeral:  8







c) Shoulder loops:  green







d) World Crest Scout emblem (purple)*

                              e) Venturing Patch (left sleeve)






          f) Award knots (Eagle, Religious Award, Arrow of Light)


4.
Insignia Locations:  See inside front and back covers of the Ranger Handbook. 



*The World Crest Scout emblem is sewn 3 inches below the left shoulder seam and centered over the pocket.

ORDERING UNIFORMS

There are several alternatives for ordering Scout uniforms:

.
Detroit Area Council Office Scout Shop, 1776 W. Warren Avenue, Detroit, MI 48208 (313) 897-1965.  Uniforms and scout equipment can be ordered and shipped UPS to your house when using a credit card.  NOTE:  Due to the location of the Scout Shop in Detroit, most parents find it preferable to order by phone or internet for shipment to their house (see below). Be sure to ask for a copy of the current BSA Retail Catalog.

.
Great Saulk Trail Council Scout Shop, 1979 Huron Parkway, Ann Arbor, MI 48104 (734) 971-7100.  An easy drive to Ann Arbor, this shop offers the same uniform and equipment found at the Detroit Area Council Shop.  This is a good first or second choice when looking for Scout supplies.

.
Dunham's Sporting Goods - Detroit locations.  Dunham’s carries a limited supply of Boy Scout supplies and uniforms.  Before driving to Dunham’s, our suggestion is to call and determine if they have the exact items you want - including style and size.

.
Boy Scouts of America Retail Catalog Sales, P.O. Box 909, Pineville, NC  28134-0909  (800) 323-0732, or their website, http://www.scoutstuff.org .  Accepting most major credit cards, you can order uniforms and supplies directly from the Boy Scout of America.  Their inventory levels are usually good and shipment is via UPS.  Be sure to ask for the current BSA Retail Catalog.
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